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@) The Parish of Hythe

SUNDAYS AT
ST JOHN'’S

YOUR CHURCH,
YOU'RE WELCOME

9:30am
BUBBLE CHURCH

10:15am
Morning Worship

11:15am
Holy
Communion

5:30pm
2nd Sunday of the month
Evensong
(British Summer Time only)

Some of our services are live-streamed to Zoom;
If you would like to join us online, please contact the Parish Office,
and we will send you the link!



Churchwardens Letter

Hello everyone

We had a very emotional farewell to our Vicar Rev. Lee
Davies and his family on the Sunday 1st March it was a
time of seeing what God had done through Rev. Lee and
his family in the time they were here and also looking to
the future for both Rev. Lee in his move to Ossett and us
here at St John’s and St Anne’s.

| would like to assure everyone that while we are in
interregnum myself, PCC, the office team and everyone
involved with St John’s and St Anne’s will do everything
we can to keep things running as they should we may
have a hiccup or two on the way but we will try and make
sure everything runs smoothly.

As we look to the future | would like to ask for your
prayers to continue in our growth as a church and
outreach for the community, may we be a place of Christ
filled love for everyone to come no matter what situation
they find themselves and know we are here to give love,
support and show them that a life lived for Jesus changes
everything.



| know times of interregnum can be hard for many but we
can look at this time as an opportunity to grow and
become stronger as a church if we all work together we
can become stronger than we have ever been and reach
out to those who need us most. | am so grateful to be
part of such a wonderful community of people and |
thank God everyday for you all.

May God bless us all for our future, May everything we do
be filled with the Holy Spirit and may our focus be on a
Jesus centered life to better serve one another. Amen

God Bless

Craig Fowkes

Churchwarden/PCC secretary

GIVING

Giving is part of our worship of God, and a way of
showing commitment to His ministry in the
Parish. If you would like to contribute to the work
of our Parish, please use the QR code on this
page to find out how, or visit parishgiving.org.uk
to set up regular giving.

In Church, we also have a card machine which is easy to use and
saves us handling cash. Please contact the Parish Office for further
information or if you require help with this.’


http://parishgiving.org.uk

Sunday 3™ May

We are looking forward to being
joined by special guest, Bishop
Rhiannon, for all of our services.

9:30am BUBBLE CHURCH
10:15am Morning Worship

11:15am Holy Communion

Everyone is
then invited to a
bring and share
lunch at




APCM
Meeting

Sunday 17th May
St John’s Church

10:30am Combined
Service with Holy
Communion
followed by a bring
and share lunch
and the APCM
meeting.




GOOD FRIDAY
2" April

11:00am Waterside Churches
Together Service in the centre of

Hythe

2:00pm An Hour at the Cross -

Good Friday Reflections in St John's
Church



P THE CHURCH
L/ OF ENGLAND

@) Parish of Hythe

You're invited to join us for our

EASTER
SERVICES

Sunday, 5th April
9:30am Bubble Church

10:30am All Age
Communion Service




WHO’S WHO?

Mr Craig Fowkes, Church Warden

075462187
| craigfowkes@aol.co.uk

Mrs Sue Blomley, Licensed Lay Minister

023 80849482
sue.blomley@gmail.com

Reverend Edgar Ruddock, Retired Priest

Mrs Chris McMahon, Children’s & Families Pastor

023 80844336
families@stjohnshythe.org

Mrs Hannah Rowlandson

023 80844336
office@stjohnshythe.org



mailto:sue.blomley@gmail.com
mailto:families@stjohnshythe.org

PRAYER & DISCIPLESHIP

Did you know that we have
numerous options for prayer here
at St Johns?

@ Lectio 365

We have a monthly prayer diary that you can subscribe to
by emailing the office on office@stjohnshythe.org. But you
can also receive prayer on Sundays. Just ask one of the
service leaders, or someone you trust if they wouldn’t mind
praying for you, and I’'m sure they’d be delighted!

Many of us follow our own routine for daily prayer, and over
the next few editions, I’d like to highlight some of the
resources that are out there to aid you in your prayer life
and walk with God.

The origins
Created to help you develop a deeper, daily
connection with God.

Inspired by the ancient practice of Lectio Divina, daily devotionals guide users to pray
the Bible through Scripture, reflection, and prayer each morning, midday and evening.
Since launching in 2019, Lectio 365 has helped thousands of people make prayer a

regular, life-giving habit — wherever they are and whatever their day holds.

2 Download on the »‘ Get on

8 App Store Gaoogle Play



mailto:office@stjohnshythe.org

The first one is Lectio365, which is a free daily prayer app
from 247-Prayer; with morning, midday & night devotionals
to help you experience God’s presence in your life. For
more information and links to download, visit

www.lectio364.com There’s even a Lectio for families with
accessible reflections.

P.R.A.Y.

Lectio 365 prayers are inspired by the ancient practice of
Lectio Divina (which means ‘Divine Reading’), a way of
meditating on the Bible that’s been used by Christians for
centuries.

Pause, breathe deeply, and be still in God’s presence
Rejoice with a Psalm and reflect on Scripture
Ask God to help you and those you care about

Yield to God; welcome his love, his plans and his presence
into your day.

On Sundays, we take a break from the normal routine to
pray a different kind of Sabbath prayer.

The app celebrates heroes of faith on Feast Days, marks
significant moments in the church calendar, and welcomes
guest hosts throughout the year.

© Copyright 2025 Lectio 365 - All rights reserve


http://www.lectio364.com

MOTHERS UNION REPORT

No meeting during March as members attended
the world day of prayer service at St Andrews
church, and the Deanery Lady Day service at All
Saints Milford.

We meet at St Johns hall on Thursday 9th April
at 2.30 pm, when our Mu President, Sue Murphy,
will give us an update concerning the new
“Clusters” arrangements within the membership.
Please try to come, all are welcome, the sales
table will be yellow.

Sue Harvey
(/(a/m Srnedth

RRTEUNION



*~ CHRISTMAS
| ANGELS.....oovsessmssssesssanens

! Dear friends, we're coming close to that
time of year when we begin to turn our
thoughts to Christmas angels. Again, |
thank you for all the hard work you did in 2025 when we
gave out 1700 angels. We couldn't do this without all your
help, if you are new to the idea, | can send you patterns,
knitting or crochet,by email, or deliver them to you, so you
can join the growing gang of crafters. With many thanks for
your continued enthusiasm, The angel lady (Sue Blomley)

sue.blomley@gmail.com.

| | | | | ||

Steve’s Piano Tuning and Repairs

Steve Robson

19 Depden Gardens,
Dibden Purlieu
S045 4RX

Tel: 07476 815497
Mob: 07905 451131



mailto:sue.blomley@gmail.com
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Friday 24™ April 2026

at St John's Church, Hythe
3.30pm - S5pm
ONLY

Not being held at St Anne’s
Churct?in May

dus=tiomy
only

[
For more information contoct Chris
email: fomilies@stjohnshythe.org
or call: 02380 844336




WHO LET THE

DADS ou7?

St John's Hall, Hythe
10am - 12 noon
First Saturday of the month

Saturday 2" May
Saturday 6" June
Bacon

Saturday 4" July

Games &
activities WHO LET THE
DADS OuUT?




2 S

St John’ s

May Fair

ST JOHN’S HALL °
Saturday 16th May Py
s 10:00am - 1:00pm
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Notices and Diary Dates

"He is not here;
!4 ~ for He is risen, as
' “/_He said. Come, see
/4 the place where
the Lord lay".

Matthew 28:6 "N

Welcome to our April notices and diary dates.

If you have a notice to be included in future months, please email
office@stjohnshythe.org

In order to help us save on our printing costs, if you don't already
receive this by email and would like to, please email
office@stjohnshythe.org



Sundays in April

Sunday 5 April
9:30am Bubble Church at St John’s
10:30am Combined Service at St John’s

Sunday 12 April

9:30am Bubble Church at St John’s
10:15am Morning Worship at St John’s
11:15am Holy Communion at St John’s
5:30pm Evensong at St John’s

Sunday 19 April

9:30am Bubble Church at St John’s
10:15am Morning Worship at St John’s
11:15am Holy Communion at St John’s

Sunday 26 April

9:30am Bubble Church at St John’s
10:15am Morning Worship at St John’s
11:15am Holy Communion at St John’s



Midweek Services

Every Wednesday at 10:30am - Holy
Communion at St John’s

Thursday 2nd April at 6:00pm -
Maundy Thursday Fish and

Chip Supper and Reflection in St John’s
Hall and then St John’s Church.

Friday 3rd April at 11:00am -
Waterside Churches Together Service
In the centre of Hythe

Friday 3rd April at 2:00pm -
An Hour at the Cross - Good
Friday Reflections at St John’s

Friday 24th April at 3:30pm -
Messy Church at St John’s



Weekly Activities

Mondays
1:00pm Little Footprints Baby Group at St Anne's
(except bank holidays)

Tuesdays
9:30am Coffee Shop in St John’s Hall
10:00am Coffee Morning at St John's Church

Wednesdays
12:00pm Lunch Club in St John's Hall

Thursdays
1:00pm Toddlie-Winks Toddler Group at St Anne’s
(term time only)

Fridays
6:00pm Youth Club in St John’s Hall (term time only)

Saturdays
10:00am Coffee Morning at St John's Church

Other Events in April

Saturday 4 April
10:00-12:00am Who Let the Dads Out in St John’s Hall

Thursday 9 April
2:30pm Mothers’ Union in St John’s Hall



PRAY WITH Ud

Almighty God,

We turn to you as we witness the rising of confllct
and the fear laid upon ordinary lives.

Trusting in your steadfast |ove,

we hold before you our friends and partners across
the Middle East,

in communities already stretched beyond
endurance.

We remember before you all whose hearts are
filled with dread today.

Surround them with your protection.

Be a fortress for those who cannot flee

and a shield for those whose work is to heal and to
hope.

Open paths for wisdom, restraint, and justice
where none seem possible.

Give courage to peacemakers

and teach us to stand with those who suffer,

to pray without ceasing

and to hope, even now, in your redeeming love.

Amen.




TESTIMONIES

Bubble Church

Before my younger son arrived, | longed to bring my boys
to church, to help them know God in a welcoming, child-
friendly space. My older son’s autism made me hesitate;
many Sunday schools separate families, but he needs me
near, and pregnancy added to the challenge. | waited until
my younger son was two months old. However, from our
first Bubble Church Sunday at St John’s, we found
profound belonging.

Bubble Church has become our extended family,
embracing us with no judgment, only gentle acceptance.
Stewards offer constant support, reminding me help is
always there. My older son can be fully himself here: his
stims welcomed, noise-cancelling headphones provided,
no masking required... not to mention the repeated visits to
the croissant table! This is his one place beyond home
where he feels truly free. My younger son has grown up
here, simply allowed to be a child.

Lee’s leadership has been the gentle, radiant heart of this
welcome. His Christ-like warmth shines through in every
interaction, never rushed, always attentive. He gently
persisted, inviting me more than once to stay for the full
service after Bubble Church, reassuring me with quiet
conviction that children are made in God’s image and are
welcome exactly as they are. His words carried God’s truth,



and when [ finally trusted them and stayed, | saw the whole
congregation reflect that same unconditional acceptance.

Worship songs now fill our home daily; my older son replays
puppet stories and actions when calm. The “sorry song”
grounds us in confession and thanks. Motherhood’s
challenges, especially additional needs, | have admittedly
found hard! But at St John’s they have been met with

grace, anchoring me in God’s view, not society’s. Psalm
127:3 reminds me: “Children are a heritage from the Lord,
offspring a reward from him.” My boys are His gifts; we
belong in His family, no matter the struggles.

Bubble Church has brought us home, a sacred reminder we are
God’s beloved children, always welcomed. Without Lee’s patient
encouragement, his overflowing love, and his unwavering
commitment to inclusion, | might never have found the courage to
deepen my faith, to keep returning week after week, and ultimately
to be confirmed.

Lee, thank you for leading with such humility and compassion. You
have made St John’s a true haven for families like ours, modeling
Christ’s love in ways that will echo long after you leave. May God
bless your next chapter richly, you depart leaving an indelible
legacy of grace



What Messy Church is to us

Messy Church was our beginning, without it we would not

be members of the church.

Without Messy Church we would not have become part of
Bubble Church and without Bubble Church we would not
have been baptised. Messy Church was the gateway to

more.

Messy Church is the right amount of Church for the
beginner, for someone not completely sold on Church, it

gives you enough to think about, then you get fed!



Messy Church is great even if it's on Lee's day off!

‘| like messy church because of the painting crafts’ - Jake
‘| like it, the food is amazing ‘ - Eli

‘| love it more than cheesy pasta’ - Grace

As a family, we are very sad that Lee is moving to Ossett.
He has brought such warmth, kindness and a strong sense
of community to Hythe, and he will be greatly missed. We
are confident, though, that he and his family will bring that
same caring and generous spirit to Ossett, just as they have
here. HOLY COMMUNION

Holy Communion at St. John's

It can start with coffee or tea and a chance to socialize with
people leaving the earlier services, as well as with those
arriving for Holy Communion. There is a choice of staying at
the tables or moving over to the pews before the service
begins.

Everything is well-organized (apart from the occasional
misbehaviour of the overhead screens!) and there is
maximum involvement of the congregation in singing
responses and hymns and reading lessons and prayers.
The atmosphere for worship is achieved by the many
candles glittering around the altar, the stained glass,



especially the east window showing the baby Jesus and
Christ crucified, seasonal flower arrangements and
decorations and by the organ and choir.

Sometimes the choir sings a particularly beautiful piece as
we receive communion at the altar, which can be both
uplifting and emotional.

We are fortunate to have such good preachers and there is
always valuable teaching to be had from the sermon - things
are said that are truly meant.

One leaves the service uplifted and better able to face the
coming week - well done to all concerned!

Morning worship

During the lowest point in our lives, struggling with
overwhelming grief, we found our selves drawn one Sunday,
to the church where we had said our final goodbyes to our
mum in November 2024.

The 1015 am morning worship with its upbeat music,
relaxed service and easy to understand bible stories quickly
became an important place for us, a place of real comfort
and healing.

From the very beginning we were overwhelmed by the
sense of belonging we felt at this wonderful service and for
the kindness and words of support from the congregation
we were lucky enough to receive, from people we didn’t
know.

Since then we are enjoying the journey of exploring our faith
and are truly cherishing being part of the St John’s family.



—

APPEAL: BIBLES FOR BUBBLE CHURCH FAMILIES 2

——

Would you be able to sponsor a
new familyin St John’s & St Anne’s
to help them continue their faith
journey?

£30.00

We are thrilled to have baptised children from two Bubble Church families,
this year and have more children and adults coming forward for Baptism &
Confirmation who are part of our fellowship.

Good News Family Bible - We have presented bibles to these families and
will be offering them a chance ta join together and explore them as a family
with other families.

Bubble Church Truth Cards - a new rasource to eaquip parents and children
to keep growing in their faith at home, especially where they might be
beginning a journey of faith together.

The ideais simple: a pack of cards in a drawstring bag that contain simple truths from God € amazing
true story, the Bible, along with Bible verses that go with each of them. The truths will be familiar to
Bubble Church families, as most are taken from the liturgy and songs.
If you are interested in sponsoring a family with either of these gifts please
talk to Chris McMahan, Children’s & Families Pastor, who can explain more

how it all works,

Tel:02380844336 Email: families@stjohnshythe.org




The Most Reverend Hosam E. Naoum

Anglican Archbishop in Jerusalem

The Fifteenth Bishop of the Episcopal/ Anglican Diocese of Jerusalem
28 February 2026

Dear Beloved Brothers and Sasters in Christ,

As you are all now painfully aware, in the carly hours of this moming, February 28%, a coordinated
and maszive military assault wis lounched by the United Stes and Israel ogainst numerous cimes and
installations within Iran, This operation, described by the leaders of the two nations as a “pre-cmplive”
anack, has brought fire and destrection 1o the hean of Tehrun, [xfahan, and beyond, sinking at the very
centers of governance and civilian life. Moreover, just prior to these events, Isracl had also “pre-emptively™ attacked
virious targets in southern Lebanon, where the number of casualiies has vet (o be determined,

Tragically, the cvcle of vialence has expanded with termifying speed. In the hours following, Iran launched a
widespread reprisal, with missiles and drones trgeting Israel and ULS. military sssets across the Gulf—sirking
installations in Kuwait, Bahrain, the United Arab Emirates, Kurdistan-lrag, Jordan, and Qatar. Sirens also blared
across the Holy Land, waming of incoming mizsiles from Iran, Swddenly, our people from the Mediterranean to the
Persian Crull find themaelves once again huddled in shelhers, fearing for their lives as the shadow of a total regional
war looms over us,

These developmenis strike a1 the very soul of our Province of Jerusalem & the Middle East, Every single nation now
engaged in this combat, and those bearing the brunt of the retalimtory strikes, resides within our ecclesiastical
boundaries, Our brothers and sisters in the Diocese of Iran are currently enduring the terror of acrial bombandment;
our members in the Diocese of Cyprus & the Gulf are witnessing the armival of war at their doorsteps; and our
faithful in the Diocese of Jerusalem—extending across Isracl, Palestine, Jordan, Lebanon, and Syra—face an
unprecedented threat of mulitary escalafion,

In the fece of such overwhelming force, we recall the words of our Lord Jesus Chnist: “Blessed are the peacemakers,
fior they will be called children of God™ (Mant 5:9). Today, that calling feels heavier than ever before. When the
“spinit of fear™ threaens 1o consume our heans, we must anchor ourselves in the “spirit of power, and of love, and of
a sound mimd™ (2 Tam §:7),

First, 1 call upon the global Church to joim us in urgent, unceasing prayer. We mmplore Gosd 1o protect the inocent
the mothers, the children, and the clderly—who are caught in the crossfire of this “Operation Epic Fury™ and the
subsequent “crushing responses.” We pray specifically for a “sound mind™ for the leaders of the United States,
lsrael, and Iran, that they might recognize the futility of this bleodshed and tum back from the precipice of a global
catastrophe,

Second, we must offer each other the sanctuary of Chrstan love. 1 therefore urge our clergy and laity 1o be beacons
of comion. na tme of “regime change™ rhetorie and malitary wlimatums, let our message be the unchanging
promise of Christ’s peace: 1o build each other up (| Cor B:1), for our hope i not in the strength of armadas or missile
shields, but in the Prince of Peace,

Finally, we must remmn “Brdge Builders.” Even as diplomatic windows seem 1o slam shut, the Church must keep
the doors of reconciliation open. We refuse 1o see our neighbors as enemies, whether they be in Tehran, Tel Aviv, or
the military bases of the Gulf. 1 extend an urgent invitation to the wider Anglican Communion and all people of
goodwill: Intercede for us mow. The hour is late, and the danger 1s greal. We remain “batiered and bruised, bul not
defeated.”™ May the peace of Godd, which passes all understanding, guard our hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.

In Christ,

++ Hagam, Crucolom

The Most Reverend Dr. Hosam E. Naoum
Pamate and President Bishop
The Provinee of Jerusalem & the Middle East

The Cathedral Church of Saint George the Martyr Tel: #8972 (0) 2 627 1670
Nablus Road &5 Fax: #3972 (D) 2 627 3847
Jerusalem 91191 P.O. Box 19122 E- Mail: bishop@j-diocese.org



Bubble Church -

We have had a sad and exciting time at Bubble Church, we
were sad to see Rev Lee and Emily leave our team, and
wish them well in their new Parish, where hopefully in time
they will start Bubble Church. Then | took 5 members of our
team up to London to train as Service Leaders for Bubble
Church. Congratulations to Craig, Lynn, Hannah P, Carly &
James who have all completed the training and starting to
lead their 1st services. We have also welcomed a couple of
new families over the past couple of months, who are
attending regularly, we are also seeing so many children
wanting to come forward to the 'Gods Spot' to say "Thank
You Prayers' which is so lovely to see.




Little Footprints -

We have welcomed new families to the group, and lost
some as the parents return to work, it is lovely to see new
friendships forming and the support they give to each other.
The Baby Bank is full of equipment and clothes and a very
happy new mum to be left with several pieces of equipment
and baby clothes this week. The team and parents are
talking about doing a one off 'baby event' to help advertise
the group and move on some stock.

Parents and children made cards for their mums for
Mothering Sunday as well with hand , foot and finger prints.




Messy Church-

was 'Messy Easter' lots of fun decorating crosses, making clay crosses,
playing cross pong , making salt pictures, reminding us of the salty tears
shed on Good Friday, then dripping paint onto them to remind us of the
joy of Easter Sunday , playing an Easter Memory Game, reminding us of
the significance and meaning of different parts of the Easter Story.
Followed by a time of worship, story, prayer and a meal together. A
massive thankyou to all members of the MC team, we could not have this
fellowship together with out your help.







. LEADERSHIP
CONFERENCE

ww hEW WINZ EAD RSHIP NETWORK

New Wine Leaders Conference -

At the end of February, | was lucky enough to attend the New Wine
Leaders Conference up in Harrogate. | have never been to anything 'New
Wine' before as the NW Festival is camping - not me anymore i'm afraid! |
was slightly apprehensive but had no need to be, Lee, Emily, Hannah and
Tim looked after me, and the sessions | choose to go to were really

helpful,
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Please note that we are working

llllllllllo \X/Odd with our advertisers to update

taste o8 you with good quality adverts.

tlﬁ tlu B4l New advertisers are always
(LU | welcome!

Would you like to advertise in
this space?

—u'.vo-monol‘uhmmq

Please contact St John’s Hall

St John’s Hall, Hythe Office:
Thursdays 023 80844336
7:00am, 9:00am

G, Parish of Hythe

Karen - 07590516009 O/in/m;

'/
v

B siimmingworld.co.uk

Gasn?er

Flumbing & Heating Ltd
Far all vaur plumibing omd heating meeds
Weh over 30 years expecience we offer

Servicing of all gas apoliances
Landloed inspechons
Breakdowns and repains
Upgrades and sysiem flushing
Boiler changes

o Full heating systam installations I HTSU
« PG 1

o Gensrdl plumibing work

Approved Vailant boder instalier offerng free 7 year warranties |
an 3 new dolers fitted

Fully Quaitied and Insured
Based in the Waterside Arsa

07766 466526 or 023 8084 7520

Email: alan.gasnier@sky.com

L I B B

For fast, reliable and friendly service

M EVaillant

207065

All eoscuines plesss o
Sermed Crowlford @th T
07802 929 400




Flexihle support

Whatever your care needs are today,
and whatever they might be in the
future, Altogether Care offers flexible
support that is always centered on
your needs and choices. ' |

QUALITY CARE BUILT AROUND YOU

e CARE AT HOME e GETTING OUT AND ABOUT
0 LIVE-IN CARE e HOME FROM HOSPITAL
o DAY CARE e HOLIDAY CARE

CARE HOMES 0 DOMESTIC SUPPORT .

OVER

Our services are recognised by many local
care professionals and doctors as one of the
best providers in the South West.

Looking for a rewarding career where you can make a real
difference? Join the Altogether Care family today!
careers@altogethercare.co.uk = 01305 300161

01305 300161
Altogether Care contact@altogethercare.co.uk
a better life altogethercare.co.uk




